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From the conquest of the Ionic cities the Persian
commanders sailed on against the towns on the nor-
thern shores of the Hellespont. The task R
before them was not hard. Many towns sur- MUtiades
rendered, at once; the inhabitants of Byzan- toAthens-
tion and of Chalkedon on the opposite Asiatic promontory
fled away and found a new home on the coast of the
Euxine sea. The deserted cities, we are told, were burnt
to the ground by the Phenicians, who took all the towns
of the Thrakian Chersonesos except Kardia. Here
MiltiadeSj the future victor of Marathon, still lingered,
until, hearing that the Phenicians were at Tenedos, he
loaded five ships with his goods, and, setting sail for
Athens, reached that city safely, although he lost one of
his vessels in an encounter with the Phenician fleet off
the promontory of Elaious.

CHAPTER VI.

THE INVASION OF DATIS AND  ARTAPHERNES.

THE threats of vengeance by which it is said that the
Persians sought to chill the courage of the Asiatic
Greeks were not fulfilled. Whatever may Administra-
have been their motives, we find them, after p^^|^"
the complete subjugation of the country, Ionia,
adopting a policy^ which does credit to their humanity,
although perhaps not to their prudence ; and the satrap
Artaphernes comes before us as an administrator en-
gaged in placing on a permanent footing the relations of
these Greeks with their master. The method of his re-
forms certainly struck at the root of the evils which had
arrested or distorted their pol&ical growth; and for so